2026 VAPSS Campaign to Notify Members about the Drive to Establish an Endowment for the Virgina Tech Soil Judging Team

Donations Options/Strategy
There are several options to donate toward the soil judging endowment at the Virginia Tech Foundation: A). Establish a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) at a company called DAFFY and grant that to a fundraising campaign at DAFFY; B). donate directly towards a fundraising campaign at DAFFY; or C). donate online or send a check directly to VAPSS. Any donations made after the endowment is established will go directly to the Virginia Tech Foundation.

A).	Donate through DAFFY, a 501(c)3 company that manages charitable donations. The donor gives up the money permanently but receives an IRS tax-deduction receipt and advises where it is donated. Interest earned is not taxable. Here are some steps in the process:
1. Donors create their own DAFFY accounts at https://www.daffy.org/. It is a quick, simple online process, detailed steps are below in Appendix I. 
2. Notify John Galbraith (ttcf@vt.edu; 540-392-1184) and Tom Ashton (twa220@aol.com; 540-454-4672) of the donated amount and date of the donation.
3. Grant your DAFFY funds to the Establish Soil Judging Endowment at Va Tech fundraising campaign at DAFFY. Detailed steps are below in Appendix II.
B).	Donate directly to the Establish Soil Judging Endowment at Va Tech fundraising campaign at DAFFY. Detailed steps are below in Appendix II.
C).	Donate online to a special bank account set aside to collect funds for the endowment, send a wire transfer or ACH from your bank, or send a check made out to VAPSS, c/o Angie Vann, PO Box 97, Maurertown, VA 22644 with Soil Judging Endowment on the memo line. Information will be on the VAPSS web site or access by contacting Angie Vann vapss@vapss.org (540) 402-4488. Since VAPSS not the manager of the fund, you will not receive a tax-deduction letter.







DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS TO DONORS

Appendix I. Set up a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) at DAFFY
1. Create a Daffy Account
· Go to daffy.org and click Create Account.
· Provide basic personal info (name, email, U.S. residency details).
· Daffy Charitable Fund is a U.S. 501(c)(3) public charity, so your contributions are tax‑deductible when made. [daffy.org], [charitynavigator.org]
· Daffy uses flat $3/monthly membership fees (no percentage-of-assets fee and no opening minimum). 
2. Fund Your DAF
· You can contribute right away and later. There is no minimum initial contribution. Daffy supports:
· Cash (bank transfer, Apple Pay, debit/credit card)
· Appreciated stock or ETFs
· Mutual funds
· Cryptocurrency
· Transfers from an existing DAF
3. Select an Investment Portfolio
(a) If donation is $1,000 or more and made more than one month before October, choose the Conservative investment portfolio.
(b) All other donations choose Cash/do not invest as the portfolio option.
4. Notify John Galbraith (ttcf@vt.edu; 540-392-1184) and Tom Ashton (twa220@aol.com; 540-454-4672) of the donated amount and date of the donation.
5. Recommend Grants to Charities
· Grant your DAFFY funds to the Establish Soil Judging Endowment at Va Tech fundraising campaign at DAFFY. Detailed steps are below in Appendix II.
· Once the endowment is established, you can grant additional donations to: Virginia Tech Foundation (a 501c3) EIN: 54-0721690. 
· Daffy handles verification, paperwork, and delivery.



Appendix II. Grant Funds Directly or from your DAFFY account to the 
Establish Soil Judging Endowment at Va Tech Fundraising Campaign
1. Open the campaign page
2. Choose “Donate with DAFFY”
· On the campaign page, select the option to donate from any source (including from your DAFFY account) 
· Log in if prompted
3. Enter the amount
· Choose how much to contribute or to grant from your DAFFY fund 
4. Submit the grant
